Creation of Salt Lake County

On 31 January 1850, the Legislature of the State of Deseret passed "an Ordinance Providing for
the Location of Counties and Precincts Therein Named, etc." The ordinance gives rough
boundaries for Great Salt Lake County and names Great Salt Lake City as the County seat.

After Congress created the Territory of Utah, the Territorial Legislature passed a law on 4 Oct.
1851 adopting all the laws of the State of Deseret, which would have included the ordinance
locating the various counties.

The relevant entry from the Laws of the Territory of Utah, 1851 and an entry from the book The
State of Deseret by Dale L. Morgan are attached.
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THERE IS NO SINGLE ORIGINAL CHARTER
DOCUMENT CREATING SALT LAKE COUNTY.






144 THE StATE OF DESERET

himself according to the Ordinance in such case made and provided, relating to
his duties, in locating the same.
Approved February 1, 1850,

AN ORDINANCE, Providing for the Location of Counties
and Precincts Therein Named, &c.

Sec. 1. Be it ordained by the General Assembly of the State of Deseret,
that all that portion of country known as Weber Valley, and extending as far
south as Stony Creek, and west to the Great Salt Lake, shall be called Weber
County.

Sec. 2. The Gounty seat of said County shall be located at Ogden City,

Sec. 3. The County of Weber shall be divided into three Precincts, as fol-
lows:~—The City Precinct shall include all of the country lying in said County,
between Ogden River and Sandy Creek, all north of Ogden shall be called
Ogden Precinct, and all south of the second Creek in said County, Sandy Pre-
cinet.

Sec. 4. All that portion of country known as the Valley of the Great Salt
Lake, and lying south of Stony Creek, shall be called Great Salt Lake County.

Sec. 5. The County seat of said County shall be at Great Salt Lake City.

Sec. 6. Great Salt Lake County shall be divided into five Precincts as
follows, to-wit:—All north of the Hot Spring, and west to the Jordan; thence
down that river, eight miles; thence west to the Great Salt Lake; to be called
North Kanyon Precinct.

Sec. 7. City Precinct shall include all that part of said County lying east of
Jordan, and between North Kanyon Precinct and the farming lands on the
south line of the City, and to the western limits of said County.

Sec. 8. All that portion of country known as the farming land east of
Jordan, south of City Precincts, and north of the south line of the Big Field,
thence to the eastern line of said County, to be known as Farmer’s Precinct.

Sec. 9. Cotton-wood Precinct shall include all of that portion of said
County lying south of Farmer’s Precinct, and east of Jordan.

Sec. 10.  All of that portion of said County lying west of the Jordan River,
and south of North Kanyon Precinct, shall be known as Western Jordan Pre-
cinct.

Sec. 11. All that portion of country called Utah Valley, shall be called
Utah County; the County seat of which shall be located at Provo City.

Sec. 12. The aforesaid County shall be one Precinct, when the County
Court shall deem it necessary to organize; in which case, the said Court is
hereby authorized to divide off as many Precincts as shall be necessary for the
convenience of the people.

Sec. 13. San Pete Valley shall be a County, including the boundaries of
said valley, and called San Pete County; having one Precinct, until the County
Court shall deem it necessary for the convenience of the people to have more;
when the said Court may create more as they shall see proper.



Salt Lake County Archives Note of Origin of Publication

1. This document was pulled from the Internet Archive, which has a digital copy available
for free public access, “Constitution of the State of Deseret”, published 1850. Made
available online in 2010. This is the original primary source for Dale Morgan's book
The State of Deseret.

a. Source: https://catalog.churchofjesuschrist.org/record/03dabc1b-
c81b-4ad1-9d92-5¢997b5Secedd/0?view=summary&lang=eng

2. Original bibliographic record by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
“Constitution of the State of Deseret”, published 1850.

a. Source: https://catalog.churchofjesuschrist.org/record/03dabc1b-

c81b-4ad1-9d92-5¢997b5ecedd/0?view=summary&lang=eng

Daniel Cureton,
Digital and Reference Archivist
March 14, 2023
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Notice of Origin of Publication

Provided by the Utah State Archives
The Following Document “Acts, Resolutions, and Memorials.
Passy by the First Annual, and Special Sessions of the Legislative
Assembly of the Territory of Utah,” provides the joint resolution
by the Utah Territorial Legislative body reenacting and
reaffirming the previously created laws by the State of Deseret,
found in the State of Deseret Constitution, which laws included
the creation of Salt Lake County (and other counties), their
boundaries, and county seats by the ordinance titled “An

Ordinance Providing for the Location of Counties and Precincts

Therein Named.”

Daniel Cureton,
Digital and Reference Archivist

March 15, 2023



| AC'TS,
RESOLUTIONS, AND MEMORIALN.

PASSED BY T
FIRST ANNUAL, AND SPECIAL SESSIONS. OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
o¥ THE
TERRITORY OF UTAH,
Bh}GUN AND HELD A'J.; ‘GREAT SALT LAKE CITY. ON -
THE 22ND DAY OF SEPTEL!BI;]li-. A, D 186,
ALSO THE.
CONSTITUTION OF THE UNII'ED $TATES,
| AND THE

ACT ORGANIZING THE TERRITORY,OF UTAH.

 Pablished by Authorlty of the Legislative Assembly.

G. 8. L. OITY, U. 1.
18562,
BRIGHAM H, Yomio_, "PRINTER,
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' erwise fail to deliver the said papers, records, seal, press,

documents, or money or any other property or articles per-

taining to said office, or any part thereof, then, and in that

case, it shall be the duty-of the said United States Marshalif secretary re-

for Utah Territory, to arrest the said B. D. Harris, Sec-[jise tocomply,
. . R . ¢ marshal

retary aforesaid, and him safely keep in custody, until heshallarrest ana

shall comply with the foregoing resolutions. - keep him.

Approved Sept. 24, 1851.

JOINT RESOLUTION LEGALIZING THE LAWS OF
THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT OF THE

STATE OF DESERET.

Resolved, by the Legisictive Assembly of the Terrilory ¢fpeseret laws
Utah,. That the laws herétofore passed by the provisionallegalized.
government of the state of Deseret, and which do not con-
flict with the <“Organic Act,” of said Territory, be, and
the same are hereby declared to be legal, and in full force
| rand virtue, and shall so remain until superseded by the

action of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of
« Utah. ‘ : ‘
Approved Oct. 4, 1851.

JOINT RESOLUTIONS FOR THE ENCOURAGE-
MENT OF HOME MANUFACTURES.

.. Resol¥ed, by the Governor and Legislative Assemdly of the

| Territory of Ulah, in joint session assembled, That a select

“committee of three be appointed to act under the direc- o
R N . . Committéo to

‘tion of His Excellency the Governor,in awarding pre-award premi.

‘miums to such persons as shall produce the greatest quan-s

tity of manufactured articles of good quality; having

. reference to those articles most needed, and of common
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