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Gravity in the Solar System
Universe Sandbox | Student Worksheet – Gravity and Orbital Motion
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Instructions
In the late 1970’s two identical spacecraft were launched to explore the outer Solar System. The twin spacecraft – Voyager 1 (I) and Voyager 2 (II) – took advantage of a rare alignment of the orbits of Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune. Since the Voyager spacecraft are identical in construction and both visited Jupiter and Saturn, this offers us a unique chance to view and compare the effects of gravity on spacecraft. 
Using Universe Sandbox, plan and carry out an investigation on the path of Voyager 1 at Jupiter. Explore and explain your observations below:

